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with Massachusetts,
n, North -Dakota, Ohio,

Virginia, and West Virginia.
One t and twenty-three renewals

;:tpermltltonenpolaon-tormtnthe
arts were also issued.

Nurses’ Examining Board.

' The nurses’ examining board examined
and approved for registration seventeen

. applicants for certificate as graduate
nurses and one for certificate without ex-
amination.

Flour Inspection.

The commiskioners of flour inspection
were not call upon during the year to

decide any cases of dispute as to the
quality of flour.

Coroner’s Labors.

It is the duty of the coroner to hold
an inquest over any person found dead
in the District of Columbia “‘when the
manner and cause of death shall not al-
ready be known as accidental or in the!
course of nature.” During the_vear he

held sixty-eight inquests and directed the
performing of ninety-mmne autopsies.
Three hundred and forty-two persons
died from accidents and other forms of
vjolence, ninety-one of whom were sui-
cldes;- 1,088 bodies were received at the

morgue.
Washington Asylum.

The daily average attendance of in-
mates of the Washington Asylum during
the yvear was 563; the average per capita
cost of care and maintenance, including
that of emploves, was $188.19; exclusive
of employes, S122.11.

They consisted of prisoners in the work-

iations

house and patients in the hogpital, as
follows:
White. Colared.
Male. Female. Male. Female. Tot.
Workhouse e Ll 19 177 & 436
Hospital 40 17 as 32 127
Total........... LS

The indigent who receive municipal sup-
port are cared for at the Home fof the
Aged and Infirm, located at Blue Plains,
near the southern end of the District,

The daily average number of inmates
was 276, whose care and maintenance
cost $150.8 jer ecap:ita, in luding salaries
and maintenance of employes.

L]

Extension of Jurisdiction
Into Virginia Advocated

It is desirable that the necessary area
be acquired for the preservation of the
present picturesque features of the sec-
tion known as Klingle Ford valiey, ‘nclud-
ing certain land on the west side of Con-
necticut avenue, opposite the entrance of
the Zoological Park, and land lying be-
tween the western boundary of that park
and Connecticut and Cathedral avenues,
containing a little more than 24 acres.
The impressive natural beauty of this
tract and its proximity to the Zoological
Park suggest its fitness as a part of the
system to which that park belongs. It
would be deplorable if the omission to se-
cure it for that purpcse in the near fu-
ture should lead to its conversion to pri-
vate-residence or business uses.

The Commissioners have asked for leg-
islation to provide for its purchase, and
hope the necessary authority will be
granted during the present Congress.

Extension of District Limits.

In the judgment of the Commissioners
action should be taken in the near future
for the re-establishment of the jurisdiction
of the United States over such portion of
the right bank of the Potomac river with-
in Alexandria county, in the state of Vir-

ia, as may be essential to the proper
, t and maintenance of the Na-
tional Capital

The Commissioners do not consider that
it is desirable, either from the standpoint
of -the state of Virginia or of the United
States, that the whole of Alexandra
county should revert to federal control,
as there appears to be good reason for
Mgniting the area of the District of Co-

the least amount that will en-

ble the- ct to fulfill its function as

i, of, the seat of the national govern-
ment.

But there remains the very important
consideration that thgse parts of Alexan-
dria county adjacent-to the Potomac river
and in plain view of the capital, especially
the portion embracing the palisades of the
Potomae below Chain bridge. might easily
become unsightly and mar. the beauty of
the city which confronts them, as quar:
ries, both active and abandoned, are al-
ready disfiguring the green slopes and
ravines of the Virginia shore. The need
to have regard for the esthetic relations
of these environs with the National Capi-
tal yearly increases with the development
of the city by bulldings, parks and the
llke, of a monumental character, whose
outlook should be in keeping with their
intrinsic artistic importance.

Whatever would essentially benmefit the
cijty. of Washington would corresponding-
ly inure to the advantage of the contigu-
ous section of the state of Virginia. The
area involved in the proposition is about
7.300 acres, but over 1,035 acres of that
extent is embraced in the Arlington ceme-
tery, Fort Myer, and the experimental
farms of the Agricultural Department.

Potomac Water Power.

In compliance with a request from the
Commijssioners the Secretary of the In-
terior has intrusted the geological survey,
which is a bureau of the Interior Depart-
ment, with the preparation of a pre-
Ifminary report, with plans and estimates
as to cost, upon the feasibility of trans-
mitting to the District of Columbia the
necessary power - for municipal Ilighting

purposes from the Potomac river above
Washington.

In a report made.on July 18, 1844, to
the Secretary of War (Ex. Doc. No. 154,
33d Cong., 2d sess.) by Col. CGeorge H.
Ellfott and Capt. John G. D. nnight, of
the Corps of Engineers of the [United
States Army, in response to a resolution
of the Senate dated March 1, 18M, it is

ed:

“We find that electrical power can eas-
ily be transmitted from Great Falls to
Washington; that there can'be construct-
eéd ‘at a reasonable cost a power canal
around the fglls and a power plant below
them; that there are available at the low-
est stages of the river 6,305 horsepower
without storage of water above the falls
in the Seneca reach of the river and 8,648
horsepower with such storage.”

The improvements in electrical and hy-
draulic machinery and applignces since
that report have doubtless increased the
advantages that would be derived from
}vkee development of water power near

n.

Grade Crossings Eliminated:
Improvement of Roadways

The work of eliminating grade crossings
and the improvement of the plaza in
front of the new Union railroad station
grovided for by acts of Congress approved
February 12, 1901, and February 28, 1903,
has practically been completed, and no
further appropriation will be asked for in
the next fiscal year.

FPhe fina] work was the paving of the
roadways in the plaza and the. intersect-
ing streets, and this has been accom-
plished. The' paving used was sheet

it and asphalt block.

{le the acts of Congress above re-
ferred to provided for the elimi of
grade crossings within the city li.nits, and
in a sma’l plece of territory lying to-the
north thereof, there were still left sev-
eral grade crossings .on much-traveled
highways, such as Benning road, Cedar
street in Takoma Park, and Pennsyl-
vania avenue extended. In the last Dis-
trict appropriation act authority was
Zranted to eliminate the grade crossing
at Cedar :tr::t.‘r::jom Pa.r::. by the
construction su

table way and

brifige under the tracks at th
point. Plans for this work are now bdnl:

prepared.

. The Commissioners have included in
their estimates for the fiscal year 1912 an
item of $110,000 for the eliminating of the
grade crossing at Benning in a similar
manner.

roadways and for repairing and repaving
old roadway pavements. Of this amount
$300,000 was for resurfacing and repairs.
In this paving work sheet asphalt and

asphalt block were used. The prices paid
for constructing new sheet asphalt and
asphalt block pavements were as follows:

Per 8q. yard.
Laying sheet asphalt pavement......... $1.4514
Laying vitrified brick gutters ......... s T
Llliﬂihnphllt block:
4-Inch asphalt block pavements—
Within city limits ................ . 1685
Outside c“f e NS SRR SRS e a 1.80
5-inch asphalt block pavement within

city limits
3-Inch asphalt block pavement on a 4-
inch concrete base 2.00
The prices for the current fiscal year
(1911) are as follows:

................

Per sq. yard
For laying sheet asphalt pavement...... $1.77
For laying vitrifled block gutters........ 1.40
For laying asphalt block pavements..... 1.65

For resurfacing and repair work the
prices are as follows:

For laying standard asphalt pavement, $1.59
and $1.63 per square yars. the price depending
upon the character of the base.

For laying standard asphalt surface, 60 cents
per equare vard, measured on street, or 44 cents
per cuble feoot, measured in cart.

For laying asphalt binder, 25 cents per cublc
foot, measured in cart.

There are a number of streets in the
city paved with granite or Belgian
blocks, which should be replaced with
& smooth pavement. These pavements
were laid many years ago under con-
ditions differing from those existing to-
day, and on account of their noisiness
they are entirely unsuited to the streets
on which they are laid. There is a pro-
vision contained in the District ap-
propriation acts prohibiting the .replac-
ing of these block pavements with
smoother pavements under the ap-
propriation for paving streets and
avenues, so that when they are recom-
mended it is necessary to make a spe-
cial item of them. In the estimates for
the fiscal year 1912, the Commissgioners
have included items for replacing two
such streets, namely, 7th street, be-
tween K and P streets nortiwest, and
E street, between 11th and 13th streets
northwest. The Commissioners be-
lieve that the replacing of the rough
stone pavements on these streets with
smooth asphalt pavement is in the in-
terest of good administration. The
bldocks which would thereby be removed
can be used economically in paving
roadways in other portions of the Dis-
trict, where this would be a proper
pavement. )

'The roadways of School street north-
west, between Irving and Lamont
streets, 13th street between KEuclid
street and Park road, and the east side
of 14th street, from Florida avenue to
Clifton street, were paved with a ma-
terial known as asphaltic macadam.
This is practically a combination of an
asphalt and macadam roadway, and it
is a pavement whose use is economical
for appropriate street conditions. It is
contemplated to continue the use of this
type of pavement on other streets.

Grade Damages.

The work of the grade-damage claims
commission in ascertaining the damages
to private property caused by changes
in the 'grade of streets and alleys, due
to the location of the Union railroad
station, and the location of grade cross-
ings, is still in progress.

There were 133 claims for damages
heard and determined, inveolving 170
pleces of real estate. In ninety-two
of these cases damages were awarded
land owners aggregating $104,810. In
forty-one cases the cemmission awarg-
ed no damages. The Commissioners ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with awards in
thirty-six cases, whereupon a court set
them aside and directed the marshal to
impanel a jury. In thirty-two of these
cases compromises were effected with-
out jury trials, and the cases settled
for $11,375.50 less than the total awards
of the commission.

During the year sixty-seven petitions
for damages were filed, making a total
of 850 filed since the commission was
organized.

The total amount paid out by the Dis-
trict in settlement of these grade dam-
ages, up to the close of the fiscal year,
was $403,243.10.

New Street Railways.

Two new street railway lines were con-
structed during the year, one by the
Baltimore and Washington Transit Com-
pany and the other by the Washington,
Spa Spring and Gretta Railroad Com-

pany.
The . first-named road runs from
Takoma Park via 3d street, Kennedy
street, and Colorado avenue to the inter-
section of 14th street northwest. While
the tracks of this company have been
laid, the road was not in operation within
the time required in the charter.

The Washington, Spa Spring and Gretta
Railroad Company built a line of track
along the Bladensburg road from the Dis-
trift iine to 15th and H streets northeast.
This road has recently been placed in
operation, though all the work of track
construction and the improvement of the
adjacent roadway, required by its char-
ter, has not been entirely completed.

and Annapolis Company enter the Dis-
trict of Columbia over the lines of the
Washington Rallway and Electric Com-
pany to 15th street ‘and New York ave-
nue, giving a through service between the
center of the city and the cities of Balti-

no charter in the District of Columbia,
but enters the District under a lease with
the Washington Railway and Electric
Crmpany.

The Commissioners again invite atten-
tion to the necessity of a central passen-
ger station for interurban and other elec-
tric cars. It is believed that the con-
struction of such a station should be re-
quired of the street rallway companies
as a matter of public convenience. A
station similar to that at Indianapolis,
Ind., is a sample of what is needed here.
The structure should be located some-
where in the vicinity of New York avenue
and 15th street, and should be of dignified
character, so -as to constitute an orna-
ment to the city.

Resurfacing Pavements.

The sum of $300,000 was appropriated
for resurfacing and repdirs to asphalt
pavements. These pavements aggregate
neagly 3,000,000 square yards, with an
average age of fourteen years and an
extreme age of thirty years. The ap-
propriations for their maintenance for
the past and preceding years have been
insufficient to prevent the average age
from increasing. About twenty years
represents the effective and economicai
life of such pavements Th!s matter was
called to the attentlon of Congress at Its
last session, and the appropriation for
this work during-the fiscal year 1911 in-
creased from $300,00 to $400,000. Four
hundred and fifty thousand dollars has
been requested for the next fiscal year.
Unless at least $400.000 is appropriated
annually, the average age of all the
pavements will continue to increase:; that
is to say, there will be a progressive
deterioration of street surfaces. In the
expenditure of these funds the pavements
are patched, untll a time comes when
the pavement is so worn out that it
is no longer economical to use this meth-
od of repair. Then the street must be
entirely resurfaced. This is very ex-
pensive on long stretches -of streets, and
consequently it is Iimpossible with the
funds allotted to keep the streets in good
shape.

Thp: use of the “burner method” In
repair work, which was given its first
trial last year, has been continued. In
this work a large patented heating ma-
chine is used, the old surface being heated
through, the upper cruet taken off, and
new asphalt material placesi and rolled.
The old method used was to cut out the
worn surface and replace it with new
material. The new method Is more
economical when the thickness of the
new surface used Is quite small, aver-
aging a litt'e over an inch If greater
thickness is adwjsable, it has not been
demonstrated that the use of the “heater
method” is economical. Further time
must be given the use of the “heater
method” to demonstrate whether the sur-
face obta'ned by the use®of this method
equals that obtained by the cutting-out
methad. i

Sidewalks and Alleys.

About $200,000 was expended in paving
gidewalks and alleys in all parts of the
District of Columbia. Sidewalks are con-
structed of cement, and the work Is
done under contract. Alleys are paved

Roadway Pavements.

+ About-$460,000 was spent for paving new work is done brw.hbor. The prices

with vitrified or asphalt block, and the

order will be considerable. The streets and

The cars of the Washington, Baltimore |.

more and Annapolis. This tompany has |y .,

pald under contract for laying cement
sidewalks during the fiscal year are as

follows:
Per lurdwt

For large jobs a

yard.
djotr[n: paved streets....$0.94%
For large jobs adjolning unpaved streets,
and for all small jo 1.20

For the present fiscal year (1911) the
prices are as follows:
- Per square

50973
For la hs adjoining paved streets..30.94
For l¢$ jjoohs ll‘;ijjtgnlng unpaved streets, 19
and for all small jobs 1.
There is a constant demand for th_e
laying of cement sidewalks and the pav-
ing of alleys. In this work one-half of
the cost is assessed against the abutting
property. -

County Roads and Suburban Streets.

About $249,000 was expended for the
construction and repair of county roads
and suburban streets, of which $100,000
was for repairs and the balance for grad-
ing and macadamizing. ,

Experiments made during the year in the
use of oil In connection with dust laying
on county roads instead of sprinkling have
been attended generally with good re-
sults, the most important of which is that
the dust is kept down at all periods of
the day instead of drying out at intervals,
as is apt to happen when the roads are
sprinkled. The expense for oillng is
somewhat greater than that for the or-
dinary amount of watering, but it is be-
lieved the additional advantage named
compensates for the increased expense,
Furthermore, if the dust is held on the
road, in combination with oll, wear is
prevented to some extent and the life
of the road increased. Experiments have
been made in the use of emulsion oils,
heavy oils, and granulated calcium chlo-
ride as dust layers, and heavy tar and
asphaltic binders have also been em-
ployed. Good results in some cases have
been obtained from the use of calcium
chloride, whiech by absorption of atmos-
pheric moisture in ordinary weather keeps
the streets in a proper state of dampness
without creating mud or permitting dust.
This treatment is especlally adapted to
macadamized residential streets, and is
well adapted for climates where the aver-
age amount of moisture in the air is con-
siderable. The emulsion oil has " been
found well adapted to residential streets
and also to macadamized roads with
heavy travel. The heavy olls, such as
those containing 40 to 50 per cent asphalt.
which are applied directly without emul-
sifying seem better a aped to’ subur-
ban roads, and particularly to those
where there is little if any foot travel
and a large amount of autombobile travel
It will be necessary to provide in future
road construction for ofiling or tar or as-
phaltic binders gvherever a heavy auto-
mobile traffic is to be expected, on ac-
count of the destructive effect of fast
travel on ordinary macadam roads.
The additional cost of bituminous binder
will add’ about 25 per cent to the present
cost of the construction of macadam
roads. Oiling will cost from 3 to 7 cents
per square yard per annum. Worn-out or
rutty roads must be thoroughly repaired
before ofling. When 8ur roads are once
in first-class condition and thoroughly oil-
ed or otherwise treated they can be main-
tained at a high standard at compara-
tively small expense. For a number of
years the expense of getting the roads in

roads of the District of Columbia which
have not been paved are in a very wretch-
ed state, due to the automobile and to
insufficient expenditures for maintenance.

Bridges.

The old Navy Yard bridge across the
Anacostia river on the line of 11th street
was removed. This bridge was replaced
by the new Anacostia bridge.

The bridge over Piney branch on the line
of 16th street extended was completed,
with the exception of the placing of four
bronze castings in the form of tigers,
which are to be placed at each side of
the two entrances to the bridge. Contract
has been let for this work.

An appropriation was made in the last
District appropriation act for strengthen-
ing and stiffening the bridge across Rock
creek on the line of Calvert street, and
plans are now being prepared to carry out
this work. A careful examination of this
bridge shows that in general it is of suf-
filcient strength to carry all traffic over
it, but with the expenditure of the above-
named appropriation its® strength will be
increased and the vibrations which have
been - the cause of complaint will be
greatly decreased.

The Commissioners have included In
their estimates for the fiscal year 1912
an appropriation of $75,000 toward con-
structing a bridge across Rock creek on
the line of Q street, including the con-
demnation of the necessary land ap-
proaches thereto. The total cost of this
bridge, including approaches, is estimated
at $275,000, and the appropriation asked
is to start the work.

There are 180 bridges under the con-
trol of the District of Columbia, the ap-
proximate cost ,of which has been
$3,400,000.

Surveyor’s Office.

The work in the office of the surveyor
shows a decided increase over that of the
previous year, as indicated by the follow-
ing table:

Surveys parties 103706 1?51&'

for -private e

Lots nurve.rasﬂ .................... 2,277 2,834
walls for bolldings....... 1,048 2.422

New lots created.........cocvevuns 5,958 7,708

The fees received for work done for
private parties amounted to $22,801.80,
while those of the previous year amounted
to $20,544.76, an increase of $2,347.04.

This was due to increased activity in
building operations and development of
suburban property.

Twenty-two miles of ‘new streets were
created in connection with subdivisions,
condemnations, and dedications.

In addition to the ordinary work of the
surveyor’s office, a special survey was
made of the sites fer the workhouse at
Occoquan, Va., which contains 1,154.7
acres, and for the reformatory at Aceco-
tink, Va., which contains 1,500 acres. A
topographical survey was also made of
the former site.

There is pending in Congress a bill to
authorize the surveyor to designate old
subdivisions, such as Meridian Hill,
Mount Pleasant, Takoma Park, etc., by
square numbers, such as exist In the city
limits, and it is desirable that this legis-
lation be enacted, so that transfems can
be made more easlly of this property,
‘and it can be better identified for taxa-
tion purposes. .

Legislation is also recommended for the
condemnation of all streets in the subdi-
vision known as Barry Farm. The strects
in this subdivision are owned by the ad-
Jacent property, and for that reason no
Improvements in the way of sewer, water
and roadways can be made on them.

Street and Alley Extensions.

The following street-extensjon measures
were passed during th eyear

Park place along west line of Soldiers’
Home grounds.

Franklin street,
Bladensburg road.

Newton place northwest, from New

Hampshire avenue to Georgla avenue
and to connect Newton place in Ga.:w’J
subdivision with Newton place in Whit-
ney Close subdivision.

To acquire land in the vicinity of Con-
necticut avenue bridge for the extension
of certain streets,

Twenty-third and R streets southeast.

Military road northwest, through par-
cels 87-17 and 87-16.

Fourth street, Congress Hreights, with
Fourth street, Washington Highlands.

Forty-first street from Harrison street
Porth to Keokuk street.

Princeton place from Georgia avenue
to Rock Creek Church road.

Columbia road northwest through par-
cels 95-2 95-4 and 95-5.

Nineteenth street from Belmont road to
Biltmore street.

Massachusctts avenue from Wisconsin
avenue to the District line.

And the opening of a new road along
the Anacostia river to Gieshoro Point.

Condemnation cases were filcd during
the year to open alleys in squares 32
%m 2580, 1035, 2615, 2862, 2381, and

One of the most important street-exten-
sion measures was that authorizing the
Commissioners to condemn and acquire
the fee-simple title, incluging the riparian
rights, of a strip of land for a roadway
and park along the Anacostia river from
Monroe street to Glesboro point.

\In the report of Hugh T. Taggart, spe-
cial counsel on the ownership of land
and riparian rights along the Anacostia
river, was stated that the United

from 24th street to

the highswater line along the shores. It
is important that this high-water line
be accurately determined by an officlal
survey, as it is receding rapidly. The es-
timated cost of making this survey Is
$5.000, and the surveyor recommends an
immediate appropriation for the purpose.
The value of having such a record is
apparent, as it would prevent expensive-
lawsuits and much delay in the future
development of the park system along
the Eastern branch.

Trees and Parking.

The number of trees planted on streets
t.iuring the year was 4030 This was an
increase of thirty cver the preceding
:\‘ea_r. The number of trees removed was
2,151, making a net increase of trees dur-
ing the year -of 1,87). The number of]
trees on. streets, parking, and in school
?'_l_lrr_ls at the close of the fiscal Year was
IT,954. The mileage of streets planted
with trees is 535.40, an Increase during
the vear of about six miles. This mileage
was figured on a basis of 152 trees per
mile. The amount expended in the plant-
inrg and care of trees was $41,674.69,

The varieties of trees planted were ash,
elm, gingko, linden, Norway and sugar
maples, red, pin, and pyramidal oaks,
sycamore, and tulip.

Six thousand seven hundred and Bixty-
f‘!;g;nt seedlings were planted in the nurse-

One of the most imteresting features of
the work under this head during the year
was the planting of trees around the
plaza at the Union station and the im-
nrovements on the isles of safety on the
plaza. Thirty-two pin-cak trees were set
out in the continuous space at the outer
edge of the isles of safety and the con-
tinuous tree Space was sown with grass.

Because of the Hmited funds appropti-
:ur-d for the care of trees and parking, it
'‘as not been possgible effectually to keep
down the growth of weeds in the parking
m suburban streets. For the same rea-
<on the continuous tree spaces between
the curb and sidewalk have not been
‘:h‘_en proper attention. These unpaved
‘lrips are provided for the express benefit
f the trees and should be sowed in
rrass, both for the benefit of the trees
'nd for the impreved appearance of the
*treets which would thereby be created.
senerally speaking, the amount appro-
nriated for the care of trees and parking
‘as been Insufficient.

It 1= the intention of the Commissioners
to ask for an Iincreased appropriation
“or the next fiscal year. While the
zrowth of the District has heen continu-
-us, and the extension of tree service has
had to keep up with this growth, the
sums appropriated for the planting and
maintenance of trees has practically re-
mained at the same figure for many
vears.

Sewers Extended 26 Miles;
Stream Pollution Menace

The total length of sewers constructed
during the year was about 26 miles.

The total length of sewers in the Dis.
trict of Columbia on June 30, 1910, was
567.98 miles. Of this, 119.20 miles are

main sewers and 448.78 miles are pipe
sewers. )

The total cost of the seweﬁ e system to
J ?nct,'?;'%o. 1910, was '1{1.860,556.6‘:.’. ')Ir‘he cost
0 e sewage-disposal system to
30, 1910, was 54,095.330.70.y ik

Suburban Sewers.

Nearly 10 miles of service sewers were
canstructed in the vicinity of Tenleytown,
Reno, Chevy Chase, Cleveland Park, Pet-
worth, Brightwood, Takoma Park, and
Langdon. This was the largest mileage
of suburban service sewers constructed in
any one year. The wide dispersion of
population, due to the extension of street
railway facilities, has developed -a large
portion of the suburban territory of the
District, and notwithstanding the consid-
erable mileage of sewers constructed, as
above referred to, the Sewerage system
has not kept pace with the growth of the
District. Suburban conditions, as they
once existed, practically no longer ob-
tain, and a water-supply system and a
sewer system are now practically a
health requirement throughout the Dis-
trict. The number of dwellings without
Sewer connections has recently increased
rather than diminished, notwithstanding
the efforts to extend the sewer system to
the greatest possible mileage. There are
now 3,000 dwellings without available sew.
ers, and several hundred with subsoil
drains and other temporary expedients
for taking care of house drainage.

As the natural water courses are filled
by the grading of streets and the develop-
ment of property, artificial water courses
must be provided to take care of storm
water, and this branch of the service is
much in arrears,

Sewerage Pumping Station.

The sewerage pumping service was op-
erated without Interruption during the
year. The sewage of substantially the
entire District was dellvered to the outlet
on the Potomac river, about opposite

-Alexandria, Va.

The total amount of storm water pump-<
ed was 821,000,000 gallecns and of sewageé
25,049,683,000 gallons. The amount of coal
used was 8,018,400 pounds. .

Stream Pollution.

Attention is again invited to the sub-
ject of the pollution of Rock creek and
the Anacostia river by sewage from su-
burban towns in the state of MarVyland
adjacent to the District of Columbia. The
District is expending large sums of money
for drainage works within its boundaries
to exclude all sewage from these streams;
at the same time just across the line in
Maryland sewage is discharged in increas-
ing volume from neighboring villages and
towns.

The only adequate solution of the prob-
lem of preventing this pollution is the
extension of intercepting sewers up the

the sewerage systems of the iuaryland
towns. The only practicable method of
handling the matter is to authorize. by
legiglation the appointment of a sewage
commission ‘representing the District of
Columbia and the state of Maryland, and
the securing of the necessary appropria-
tions to provide the intercepting sewers
above referred to On account of the
division of jurisdiction, requiring joint
federal and state legislation, the problem
is exceedingly complex. -

It is important, however, that the mat-
ter be given consideration without fur-
ther delay.

$16,365,611 Expended in *10
for Buildings and Repairs

The estimated value of building work
during the year, not inclyding the build-
ings of the United States government,
was $16,431,046, which was an inerease
over the value of building work for the
preceding year of $1,646,887; the num-
ber of permits Issued was 10,837, an in-
crease over the previous year of 1,032
The number of dwelling houses construvt-
ed was 2,023, a decrease of 147 over the
preceding year; the number of apartment
houses erected was 70, an increase of 1
over the preceding year. The number of
business buildings erected was 320, an
increase of 113 over the previous year.
‘The total number of new bujldings erect-
ed was 2,546, an increase of 138 over the
previous year.

The distribution of the value of these
improvements, including repairs to exist-
ing bulldings, is as follows:

- irs
Buaildi m to
erected. existing
Northeast $1,140,.596 bulldi
Northeast ........ccc0000 .e » o »
Southeast ........cec000.. 483,360 ?gl.m
Northwest ......c...oveen 4,367.086 1,758,747
Southwest ....eceoeeeen.. 307,068 274,239
COBREY Swete oos.o0 s siomsnais 7,085,766 712,233
MOlaY < ciiiiicvevesinns $13,384,774 $2,880,837

Making a total for bulldings erected and re-
pairs of $16,365,611.

There are estimated to be 54,245 brick
buildings and 24,708 frame buildings in
the Distriet of Columbia. This is an in-
crease during the year of 1,682 brick
buildings and 864 frame buildings.

In the District appropriaticn act for
the fiscal year 1010 the Commissioners
were directed to prescribe a schedule of
fecstg‘or ﬁ?dnlgs'wgh the objecg of plac-
ing the bu E O on a sel pport-
'ing basis. This new schedule 'w:e';t into

States owned the bed of the river and to

~effect June 15, 1908, and the:fees received

‘District of

commission of 3% per cent.

valleys of these streams to connect with |

during the year and deposited in  the
Treasury, through the collector of taxes,
Columbia, amounted to
$33,978.82. The revenues during the pre-
ceding year amounted to $10,644.

The appropriation for the office of the
inspector of buildings for the fiscal year
was $20,230.

The building regulations, which have
been undergoing revision for the last
three years, were completed and pro-
mulgated- November 15, 1900.

An act of Congress approved June 1,
1910, changed the law regulating the
height o. bulldings. The most important
changes were a reduction in the permis-
sjible height of combustible buildings and
an increase in the permissible height of
fireproof buildings. It also provided that
hotels and apartment and tenement
houses -three stories in height or over be
of fireproof construction up to &nd in-
cluding the main floor. Since the passage
of this act there has heen a material
change for the better in the design of
apartment houses, many of which are
now constructed so as to be fireproof
throughout.

Inspection of Private Buildings.

All private building construction in the
District of Columbia Is inspected under
the direction of the inspector of build-
ings, The total number of inspections dur-
ing the year was 63,028, an increase over
the previous year of 7,031. This work

is done by eight field inspectors, and
each inspector makes an average of about
31 inspections. dally, which limits the time
of examination to about ten minutes for
each butlding. This {s not believed to be
sufficient, and it is believed that more
time could be given to buildings If better
means of transportation were furnished.

Elevator Inspection.

The elevators in the District of Colum-
bia are inspected by two inspectors under
the direction of the inspector of buildings.
They report the elevators to be entirely
free from defective mechanism tending- to
cause accident, and that no serious acci-

dents involving the loss of life have oc-
curred during the year. Under the re-
vised elevator regulations, the general
construction of new elevators has been
of a very hizh order. The policy inau-
gurated during the last year of holding
weekly examinations for the licensing of
elevator operators has been continued
with splendid reaults in Increased effl-
clency and safety to the public. An im-
provement in this regard could be made,
however, by legislation authorizing the
charging of fees and the issuance of
license badges to operators.

Inspection of Bollers.

The number of steam bollers inspected
by the Inspector of boilers was 536. The
compensation of this officilal is recelved
from fees pald by the owners of the
boilers. The total amount received from

such fees during the year was $2,450, and
the expense of inspection, $466, leaving a
:Ie‘taycompensatlon to the Iinspector of

Construction of Municipal Buildings.

The work of constructing buildings for
the District of Columbia, including school
buildings, police stations, fire-engine
houses, public-convenience stations, etc.,
and the making of repairs thereto, was
placed by an act of Congress approved
March 3, 1909, under an office thereby
credted designated as municipal architect.
Prior to that time it was part of the

.duties of the inspector of buildings.

At the beginning of the year the munic-
ipal architect entered upon the discharge
of this duty, with twenty-eight buildings,
additions, and other structures awaiting
the preparation of plans, specifications
and contracts.

Actual construction has been started on
all such buildings for which appropria-

t have been made, with the exception
of third extension to the McKinley
Ma Training School and the engine

house on Pennsylvania avenue southeast,
near Minnesota avenue. Plans for these
two bulldings are now in course of prepa-
ration.

The District appropriation act for the
fiscal year 1911 made all appropriations
for school buildings- immediately avail-
able upon the passage of the act, instead
of awaiti the beginning of the fiscal
year on July 1. This was an important
change in previous practice and enabled
the work to be started In procuring the
sites and preparing plans with no loss of
time. This provision should be extended
to cover repairs to buildings also, espe-
cially of school buildthgs, as the vacation
period begins in the latter part of June
and extends to about the middle of Sep-
tember.

Of the 28 structures for which appro-
priations have been made, the plans and
specifications for one-half were  prepared
entirely by employes in this office. In
the other 14 bulldings, private architects
were employed to assist the municipal
architect in the preparation of plans and
specifications, for which they received a
It is im-
practicable with the force now provided
for by law for the office of the municipal
architect to have all of the work of de-
signing the bulldings done in that office.

An innovation in the plans for school
buildings has been made during the year
in having these buildings designed with
flat roofs and parapet walls 8o that they
may be used for open-air classes.

The total cost of bulldings under con-
struction during the year was $920,714.
The following table gives a list of mu-
nicipal buildings completed during the
year or in course of construction:

Building, name, Cost per
number, description cuble
and location. Cost. Contents. feet.
Convenience station No. Cublc ft. Cents.

3. undersround, 8th

and K streets n.w....$18,632 46,8662 39.9
Monroe,. addition, .

lumbia road near Sher-

man avenge........... 27,042 228,240 16.2
Engine house No. 23, G

street mear 22d street

DW. oovnnrnvrnnnenas 20,300 119,940 22,7
Convenience station No.

5, brick and tile, Du-

pont Circle............ 11,080 26.380 42.03
Potomac, semi-fireproof,

10th and E sts. 8.w... .@.Tl: 388,176  15.13
Eaton, semi-fireproof,

Cleveland Park....... 08,850 336.204 17.46
Benpipg, addition, btick,

Benuing. D. C,....... 30,72¢ 145,168 21.1
Chevy Chase, addition, e

brick, Chevy Chase, '

¢ o SO R SR 33,220 200,108 18.5
Lovejoy, addition, brick,

12th. and D sts. n.e;.. 31,000 171,050 18.1
Western High, addition.

brick, 35th apd T

Streets D, W......e...,. 10,200 373,500 19.2
Brookland, 2-room

Bunker HIill road..... 23,861 188,228 12.7
Emnﬁl gt 1“2?:': t.

* semifireproof, at. 3

near G St:............ 30,240 221.860 17.8

Plans for the following buildings, for
which appropriations have been made. are
now being prepared under the supervision
of the municipal architect:

Eight-room school building, Farragut
street between 13th and 14th streets
northwest, plans completed.

Twelve-room school buillding, 8th and T
streets northwest, plans completed.

Third extension to McKinleyy Manual
Training School, pjans completed.

Chemical engine house, Randle High-
lands, plans completed.
Eight-room school  bujlding, Randle

High'ands, plans completed.

‘Central heating plant, M Street High,
Simmons and Douglass schools, plans
completed.

Normal School No. 1, 11th and Har-
vard streets northwest, plans started.
8ix-room school building at Ivy City,
plans started

. Architects have been commissioned to
work in conjunction with the municipal
architect in the preparation of plans for
the following buildings:

Addition to the Armstrong Manual
Training School.

Manual Training school on the grounds
of the Cardozo School.

Bix-room manual training school on the |

site of the old High Street School, 33d
street and Wisconsin avenue.

Engine house No. 24, at the intersec-
tion of Georgia and New Hampshire
avenues northwest.

.Repairs to Municipal Buildings.

All municipal bulldings are kept in re-
pair by the superintendent of repairs,
under the direction of the municipal ar-
chitect.

“'For 'school repairs $75,000 was appropri-
ated and, in addition, $80,000 for fire pro-
tection in public school bulldings. In

expending all appropriations for repairs
to school buildings, It is the endeavor,
first, to' make such repairs as are naces-
sary to keeép the buildings from deterio-
rating and, terwards, to _-meke im-

provements and changes requested by the
board of education as far as the funds
will permit. The appropriation for fife
protection was expended in building fire-
proof stairways and fireproofing over
furnaces

Five thousand dollars was appropriated
for deep wells in school yards in the
suburban sections, and this amount was

expended in digging wells for eight
schogls.
For repairs and improvements for

engine houses £10,000 .was appropriated
and for repairs to police stations $5,500,
These appropriations were practicaliy all
expended. In addition, the superintendent
of repairs expended in repairing plumbing
in the public schools $6,878.53.

Electrical Department.

One thousand two hundred and ninety
new street lamps were established during
the year and 530 lamps discontinued,
making the net increase during the vear
760 lamps. The total number of lamps
in service is 14,689, made up as follows:

Gas mantle lamps... ................... )
Flat-flame gas ]nrmps ..................... L'?g
Naphtha lamps ............ .. 17T 1.224
Electric incandescent L E T AR i 3,831
Street-designation gas lamps.......... 409
Street-designation electric lamps...... 29
——-. 578
14.689

Nine and seventy-nine one.hundredths
miles of cable were installed during the
year and 2.94 miles of cable withdrawn.

The total amount of cable ‘n service at
the end of the vear was 104.60 miles.

Forty-one new fire-alarm boxes were
placed in service. The total number at
the end of the year was 300. The number
of fire alarms received and transmitted
during the vear was 1,145, of which 62
were false.

The total number of patrol hoxes in
service at the end of the vear was 320,

The total number of telephone, tele-
graph and electric light and trolley poles
in the District of Columbia is 14,962. The

vania avenue near the Peace monument.'
The commissioners believe that at least
one such station should be built eachl
vear.

The total number of patrons at the
two stations now in operation was
T.39R,085. These stations have free com-
partments add pay compartments. The
fees received from the pay compartments
amounted to &1,764.71, an increase of
about $£G00 over those received for the
last -fiscal year.

Public Baths.

Attention is invited to the necessity for
the establishment of public bathing places
in the city. Free public baths exist in a
number of other cities, and the commis-

i a

sioners believe that \Washington should
not be behindhand in this respect

and it is this c¢lass which

-baths would reach.
Condemnation of Buildings. -

had been examined in the preceding year.

345 in alleys, and of those repaired, 432
were in streets and 244 In alleys. The
pending cases number 112, of which
S1 are in streets and 31 in allevs.

The number of tenants in streets and
alleys required to secure other auarters
through action of the board during the
vear was iod. The total number since the
creation of the board was 2,922,

The number of tenants in streets and

work of electric wiring inspection during

the year shows an increase of nearly 100 | alleys benefited by
per cent in the number of premises in-|
spected and 25 per cent in the number oti

inspections.

The fees paid for permits and cer-
tificates amounted to $5,172.

Gas and Meter Inspection.

Under the office of the inspector of gas
and meters 8,003 gas meters were tested,
and the amount of fees collected was
$3,192.90. It is provided by law that the
illuminating power of gas furnished by
any gas-light company shall be equal to
22 candles, and that the gas shall not con-
tain more than 20 grains of sulphur in
100 cubic feet, nor more than 5 grains of
ammonia in 100 cubic feet, and shall be
free from hydrogen sulphide.

The gas supplied by the Georgetown
Gas-Light Company is a coal gas enriched
with oil gas, while that supplied by the
Washington Gas-Light Company is a mix-
ture of coal gas and carbureted water
gas. The gas is tested at three stations.
In the southeast station tests of the gas
supplied by the Washington Gas-Light
Company gave a mean of 23.1 candles,
with a maximum of 28.93 candles and a
minimum of 18.63 candles. At the cen-
tral station the mean was 2232
candles. maximum 25.9 candles, and the
minimum 19.53 candles. At the northwest
station the mean was 23.61 candles, max-
imum 27.20 candles, and the minimum
20.93 candles. On forty-four days the il-
luminating pawer was below legal require-
ments at one station and on thirteen days
at two stations, and on one day it was be-
low at all three stations. On most of
these days the lowest result obtained was
between 21 and 22 candles.

At no time during the year did the
tests show the presence of more than the
legal amount of ammonia or sulphide in
the gas supplied by the Washington Gas-
Light Company.

Hydrogen sulphide was found present on
one day in tests at the three stations
and on four other days in the test at
some one station.

Tests of the gas furnished by, the
Georgetown Gas Light Company showed
the mean to be 22.92 candles, maximum
27.31 candles, and minimum 17.94 cgndles.
On twenty-nine days during the year the
candlepower was below the legal require-
ment, the results running between 21
and 22 candles.

On fourteen days excess in the amount
of ammonia over the legal limit was
found. At no time during the year did
the amount of sulphide found in this gas
exceed the legal limit and no hydregen
sulphide was found in the gas,

Permits.

The permits for various purposes other
chan building permits issued during the
year amount to 22,862, an increase of

1,774 over the previous year. The fees
paid for these permits amounted to

$13,838.
Automobile Board.

The automobile board examined 2;329
applicants to operate motor vehicles. ot
this number, 3,262 were granted permits,
including 274 for electric vehicles, 1,686
for gasoline vehicles, 92 for steam vehicles,
and 213 for motor cycles. Temporary per-
mits were granted to 115 applicants.
Duplicate permits were issued to 113
operators.

Numbers were assigned to 186 electrie
vehicles, 1,898 gasoline vehicles, 62 steam
vehicles, ahd 430 motor cycles. The fees
charged for these tags were $2 each. In
addition there were also issued tags for
11 motor vehicles and 2 motor cycles be-
longing .to the United States and the
District of Columbia for which no fees
were pald.

The fees received for identification tags

repairs during the
vear was Xi1, and the total number gince
the creation of the board, 2.431.

The total assessed valuation of the im-
provements removed from streets and
alleys benefited by repairs during the
year was $i6,700, which was the value of*
the structures and not of the land. The
rental value of these houses was $16,-
GH6.88,

The removal of these insanitary build
inzs has been accomplished by action of
the owners, and without charge against
the appropriaticn. Eight cases were re-
quired to be taken into court, and two
cases are pending in court.

Of the tenants affected by the removal
f condemned buildings during the year.
456 were white and 31 colored.
Many of these tenants have removed, and
others are removing, to the suburbs in
the outlying secticns of the District and
adjacent portions of Maryland and Vir-
einia, where they rent or purchase cheap
homesg with fairly larce-sized lots.

The majority of houdes located in alleyvs
at the present time are of such character
structurally that they are not condemn-
able under the law, but are required to be
kept in repair under notice from the
board.

The werk of the board during the year
has been of great value in ridding the
city of an undesirable class of houses.
Not all of such houses can be removed.
There are many unsightly houses still
existing in many parts of the District
which would appear to be subject to con
demnation under the law, but which are
.In fact not condemnable, as they are
properly lighted, are dry, have tight
roofs, and amvle heating, ventilating, and
drainage facilities.

Recreation Centers, Parks,
Water Front Improvement

The Commissioners have included In
their estimates for the fiscal year 1912 an
item of $125,000 for the purchase of the
interior of square 534, lying between B
and C, Third and Four-and-a-half streets
southwest, including what is popularly
known as “Willow Tree alley.” This is
an inhabited alley, containing 68 struc-
tures, occupled by 408 white and colored
inhabitants. The conditions there are
shown by the records of the police and
health departments to be such that its

use as a place of habitation should no
longer be permitted. It is the intention
of the Commissioners to acquire by con-
demnation such an amount of land in
addition to that covered by the alley as
may be necessary for the development of
an interior playvground and recreation
center, and to erect therein a substantial
structure to afford bathing and play-
ground facilities.

The object in view is to begin the eradi-
catlon of the evils arising from these
densely inhabited alleys in central por-
tions of the city, and at the same time
to aid the social and moral uplift of the
inhabitants in the neighborhood. A num-
ber of such inhabited alleys exist within
the city, and this alley has been, selected
for the purpose, as being in the most im-
mediate need of corrective measures.

This measure has been recommended by
the board for the condemnation of in-
sanitary bulldings, created by act of Con-
gress. This board is engaged in an en-
deavor to compel the removal of insan-
itary buildings from the District of Co-
lumbia, especially those in inhabited al-
leys. Unfortunately the buildings in this
alley are of so substantial a nature that
they chn not be condemned under the law
providing for the condemnation of in-
sanitary buildings, so that the only
method of securing their remdval is
through acquiring the land on which they
are built, which the above item contem-

amounted to $4,752, and for operators’
permits $1,202, a total of $6,044. The
total amount collected from the same
source during the last fiseal year was
$3,368.

Plumbing Inspection.

During the year the plumbing office
made 44,953 inspections, which was an
increase of 5,540 over the number made
during the previous year,

A number of amendments were made
to the plumbing regulations during the
yvear, with the object of making the prac-
tice of plumbing uniform, and to pre-
vent complaints on the part of the pub-
lic and plumbers.

This office also has charge of the in-
stallation of plumbing in private resi-
dences under the compulsory drainage
act upon the failure of the owner of the
premises, after notice, to do the work.
There were 30 cases ‘0f this character
on hand at the beginning of the fiscal
yvear, and 45 cases were received-during
the year, making a total of 75. In 27
cases the work was done by the owner,
and 17 cases by the District of Columbia,
and the cost assessed against the prop-
erty. Tle other cases are pending. The
amount expended in the work by the
District was about $1,500.

Plumbing in Public

This work is

not yet finished, as y- of the older
school bulldings still contain the old-

style insanitary plumbing, and an addi-
tional appropriation will be necessary.

The sum of $35,000 is necessary for
this work during the next fiscal year,
and it 18 intended to expend it in re-
modeling the plumbing completely in five
buildings and to make minor repairs to
the plumbing in other buildings.

Public Convenience Btation'n.

The two public convenience stations lo-
cated at T7th street and Pennsylvania
avenue and 13th street and Pennsylvania
avenue were in operation during the year,
and the new station in course of construc-
tion at 9th and K streets northwest will
be opened shortly. The appropriation
made last year for a public convenience
atation at 9th and F streets northwest
was canceled by act of Congress, as was
also an appropriation for a convenience
atation in the vicinity of Dupont Circle.
Objection was made to the location of
these two stations, which was the cause
of abandoning the work of construction
There is a demand for the location of
public convenience stations at 15th and
Wew York avénue northwest, at &4
and M streets northwest, and on Pennsyl-

'supervision of the chief of engineers,

plates. The inhabitants who would be
compelled to remove from the alley can
find more sanitary conditions and gener-
ally improved surroundings in the sub-
urban portions of the District. The re-
ports of the board indicate that when in-
sanitary buildings are condemned the
greater portion of the inhabitants find
new homes in such suburban sections,
where their moral and social conditions
are much improved. .

®
Anacostia River and Flats.

In pursuance of an appropriation con-
tained in the District appropriation act
approved March 3, 1909, the Commission-
ers employed special counsel to investi-
gate and determine the ownership of the
land and riparian rights along the Ana-
costia river. The counsel employed .was
Mr. Hugh T. Taggart, and he made his
report under date of February 24, 19i0.
This report was ferwarded to Congress
oy the Commissione.s under date of
.March 26, 1910, and was printed as Senate
Document No. 462, Sixty-first Congress,
second session. .

The conclusions reached by Mr. Taggart
from his investigations on the matter
were as follows:

1. That the United States, under the
Constitution and the cession from Mary-
land, is vested, as sove.eign, with abso-
lute title and dominion in and over the
space between high-water mark on each
side of the Anacostia river, and com-
prising the shores and bed of the stream.

2. That the United States holds such
title and dominlon in trust for the public
purposes of navigation'and uouery and
for such other purposes as may conduce
to the general weliare of the people, as
to which Congress, as the representative
of the people, 1s the sole judge.

*3. That as against the United States
in the execution of such trusts, riparian
owners are invested with no rights,

‘4. That so long as the government con-
fines its operations in any scheme of im-
provement to the space aforesald it incurs
no liability under the fifth amendment to
the Constitution, which requires that *“pri-
vate property shall not be taken for pub-
lic use without just compensation,”” and
that land reclaimed through such im-
procvement will belong absolutely to the
United States.

{*The above statement applies to that
portion of the river not included in tne
immediate frontage of the city of Wash-
ington upon it. The special features of
that frontage require separate considera-
tion.””
- The Commissioners have included in
their estimates for the fiscal year 1912 an
item asking for the sum of $200,000
toward improving the Anacostia river and
flats from the Pennsylvania Avenue
bridge to the District line. It is proposed
that this money be expended under the

United States Army, and in accordance
with plans approved by an engineer
board to consist of the Engineer Co is-

There |

is a large class of people in the city who |
have no bathing facilities at their homes, |
the public |

ordered demolished and repaired, some' .

1

dered demolished, 655 were in streets and | der lea

I

cabout 2 milrs.
The total number of buildings examined | frontage practicable of commercial devel-
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officer in charge of public bufldings and
grounds, and the engigeer officer in
charge of Potomac river improvements.

Appropriations have already been made
nd work is now in progress for dredging
and reclaiming the flats along that per-
tion of the Anacostia river from the Po-

| tomac river to the navy-yard or Ana~

costia bridge. It is assumed that this lat-
ter improvement will be continued to the
Pennsylvania Avenue bridge, which is the
head of navigation og this stream, under
appropriations for rivers and harbors.
and the estimate above referred to ia for
continuing the improvement of this river
and the flats above that point. It is be-
lieved that the work above the Pennsvl-
vania. Avenue bridge can be done more
ecanomically if it ts done in conjunction
with the work now being done under tha
direction of the chief of engineers on the
lower part of the river. '

Harber Front.
The total amount recelved from rentals

| of whart property in the District of Co-

lumbia under the charge of the Commis-

The board for the condemnation of in- sioners was $16,941.35, divided ds follows:
sanitary buildings examined 4 build- Potomac~ river front............ . .$14.873.00
ings, and issued orders requiring 222 to be -Anhacostia river front............. 50210
demolished and 2%4 repaired. Of those James Creek canal................. 1,565 2%

The actual water frontage in the Dis-
't of Columbia devoted to commerce (s
The total avallable water

by the board since its creation on May 1, | opment s abmt 18 miles, {includirg
16, to June 30, 1910, was 1,79, of which ! the frontage set apart for parks and pur-
204 were in alleys and 1,202 in streets. | P#ses of the Unfted States government,
Of this number 1005 were ordered de-|amounting to about 8 miles.

molished and 676 repaired. Of those or-|{ The most important whart property un-

se [s that along the Washington
channel, slightly less than a mile In
Ion?:th. the longest term leagpe expiring in
1913. This frontage is in much neﬂf of
improvement.

The frontage along the Anacostia river

is largely undeveloped owing to the un-
Cert.ait.t_v regarding the ownership of
abutting land and riparian rights In-

\'e-_stlgutions are NOwW in progress to deter-
mine the rights of the United States 1o
th'll‘:-;l frontage.
e Jam s Creek canal, which fo v
extended from ( street to the .»\n:::l:\:rtim
ri‘ver. lli'is been filled to about N street.
From N street to P stroet the banks of
the canal are under lease. From P stree:
to the Anacostla river the canal extends
on one side along the grounds of the War
College and Engineer School. It has been
Suggested to* the Commissioners that it
might be advisable to fill this canal en-
tirely and build ov-r it a street or boule-
vard leading from South Caplitol street to
the Anacostia river, and this matter is
nt‘;.v;; und;r consideration.
€ wharves alon the George
channel of the Pnta-mﬁao river are utr?d':
private control, with the exception of the
foot of streets. A steam railroad has re-
cently been extended along Watér street,
and it is believed that this frontage will
become much more commercially valuable
by reason of th's improvement
The Commissioners again call attention
to their report on the improvement of the
water front, which was forwarded to Con-
gress May 23, 1998, and printed as Senate
Document No. 519, Sixtieth Congress, first
session. No appropriation has been made
as recommended in this report for the fm-
provement of the harbor front. but it Is
;l;f'lynfjentuoir of ‘tlr:e Commissioners at an
ate to make defin recommenda
tion along this line. .

Parks.

Legislation was enacted at the last Con-
gress authorizing the Secretary of the In-
terior to acquire for a public park the
land included between Euclid street, 15th
street, W street, and 16th street extended,
in that portion of the District formerly
known as Meridian Hill, this tract con-
taining about 437,000 square feet. In the
same law the Commissioners were ed
}:0 acquire m;-I a park a tract of land

nown as ontrose, in Georgetown
Helghts, contalning about 18 acres. No
appropriations for these parks were made.

The Commissioners believe that addi-
tional parks and parkways should be ac.
qured in the District of Columbia, and
they recommended legislation last year to
authorize the appointment of a commis-
sion to look into this matter, with the
object of securing information and esti-

mates upon which appropriations for
parks could be based. The bill introduced
for this purpose, however, falled of en-
actment, and it is the intention of the
Commissioners to again request the -
sage of such legislation. They b#o
that the present time Is not too soon to
prepare plans and surveys for locating
such parks in accordance with some def-
inite system whereby their acquisition can
be extended over a period of years. Land
in the District of.Columbia is being rap-
idly developed. and unless these parks
are selected In the near future the cost of
g}-rtt’?t![nlng them later will be almost pre-
Ve.

Rock Creek Park.

The appropriation for the care and
maintenance of the park during the year
was $15,000, and authority was granted
the board of control of Rock Creek Park,
consisting of the Commissioners and the
chief of engineers, U'. 8. A., to purchase
a small parcel of land, a little less than
1 acre in extent adjoining ‘the northern
boundary of the park, for a sum not to
exceed $400.

Owing to the difficulty encountered in
securing a good title to the small parcel
of land above referred to, it was found
impracticable to acquire it. The appro-
priation was therefore entirely spent in
the care and maintenance of the .
paths and grounds, but little new work
being undertaken during the year.

A contract was let for a stone and con-
crete arch, 16-foot span, over a stream
crossing Beach driveway above the up-
per ford, at a cost of $006.

For the fiscal year 1912 the sum of $20,-
000 will be asked for the care and im-
provement of the park. With the addi-
tional amount it is proposed ‘to- build a
road into the park from Sixteenth street
extended, pear Kennedy street, and to oll
a part of the roads in the park where
sprinkling is difficult. It i{s also intendéd,
when funds permit, to extend the system
of macadamized roads, to bulld shelters,
and to gradually open to general use the
portion of the park above the Military
road. A proposition was submitted to
the board of control last year by the Cap-
ital Traction Company to extend a spur
from their Fourteenth street line along
Kennedy street into the park in order ta
give street railway access to the park.
This proposition was submitted at the
suggestion of the board of control, and
Congress was requested to authorize s
censtruction. The authority, however.
was not granted. The Commissioners
believe that some means should be adopt-
ed to make this large park more acces-
sible to the general publjc. By the con-
struction of roadways and bridle paths
ready access can be obtained to all parts
of the park by that portion of the publie
which uses horses and vehicles. The
greater portion of the public, however,
does not make such use of the reserva-
tion as is desirable on account of inade«
quate facilities for getting to it.

Water System Extended;
Underground Waste Stopped

Twenty-two miles of water mains were
laid during the year, making the total
length at the end of the year 500 miles.
Two hundred and twelve additional fire
hydrants, 10 public hydrants, 6 horse
fountains, and 3 drinking fountains were
erected during the yvear, and 38 fire hy-
drants and 22 public hydrants were aban-
doned. The total number in service ig
2,716 fire hydrants, 220 public hydrants,
and 4 drinking fountains. °

There are also in service 11 shallow
wells and 30 deep wells.

Water Mains in Suburba.

Two important trunk water mains %0
inches in diameter were laid to afford

was 9,357 feet in length. The second
completed a 20-inch main from Reno res-
ervoir to Chevy Chase circle. This was
6,218 feet in length. An extension was
made frg%hl; il:: to supply the
vision o ehu

In the last District appropriation
special appropriation of $30,000
toward the extension of trunk *
mains to Congress.Heights and Twining

ty, and a special app ; of $24.-
gil)ywas also made to extend the water
service to the subdivision of Potomae

Heights.
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